Rather than just being a new edition of an existing text, this book is really an updated combination of two texts-the old, but excellent, Transesophageal Echocardiography by Oka and Goldiner and the first edition of Clinical Transesophageal Echocardiography-a Problem-Oriented Approach.
Of the 41 contributors (many well known in the field), 38 are from the United States of America. There are three sections-I -Basic principles (pp 1-59) II -Clinical applications: fundamental concepts (pp 61-244) and III -Problem-oriented case discussions: application of the fundamental concepts to clinical scenarios (pp 245-439). This publication has many strengths. It is a superbly produced text -hardcover, American letter size (slightly shorter than A4) with high quality binding and paper. There are abundant excellent monochrome and colour illustrations and photographs (of echocardiographic images and surgical specimens).
The book is very current -some of the references are dated 2002 and recent surgical innovations such as aortic valve repairs and endovascular stents are very well covered. Each chapter finishes with a useful list of bulleted summary points, and particularly useful references are indicated in bold. The use of problem-orientated case discussions in the third section is a useful feature of this book, although I felt that not all chapter authors used this format successfully.
Weaknesses of this publication include the absence of an accompanying CD-ROM (a very useful feature that some recent and cheaper publications include) and much repetition of material (with no crossreferencing), between chapters in Section II and III that cover similar topics. Although many important topics are covered in great detail, some areas are glossed over. For example, the chapter on emerging technologies is limited to contrast and 3-D echocardiography.
Many books on transoesophageal echocardiography have been published recently. I feel there are cheaper and more appropriate books (some including CD ROMs) available for the novice or intermediate practitioner. However this book has many strengths and unique features that would be valuable to practitioners at all levels of expertise. I would strongly recommend it as an excellent resource for a library which serves practitioners or teachers of perioperative transoesophageal echocardiography.
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